14

Rhythm and Chords

¢ Count out loud the following in an even and steady manner. Each number should be

about a second apart:

“one - two - three - four - one - two - three - four - one - two - three - four - one - two - three - four «

e Now strum your G chord every time you count “one,” like this:

G G G G

“one - two - three - four - one - two - three - four - one - two - three - four - one - two - three - four

Make sure to hold the G chord as you count out the rest of your rhythm.

¢ Now try the same exercise with your C chord:

C C C C

“one - two - three - four - one - two - three - four - one - two - three - four - one - two - three - four «

e Next, try this same exercise with your D7 chord:
D’ D’ D’ D’

“one - two - three - four - one - two - three - four - one - two - three - four - one - two - three - four “

¢ Now play the same exercise, but this time we are not going to play the same chord
twice.

G C D’ G

“one - two - three - four - one - two - three - four - one - two - three - four - one - two - three - four «

7 Now, let’s play Amazing Grace.
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“For it is by grace that you have been saved, through faith - and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God, not works, lest any man should boast.”
Ephesians 2:8

Amazing Grace

Our first song is Amazing Grace. We will approach this in two ways: a thythm and
chord chart, and how it actually looks on music.

The first thing you want to do when learning a song is to check the time signature.
The time signature tells you how many beats are counted per measure and is found at
the top left of any piece of music. You always want to focus on the top number.

v The time signature for Amazing Grace is:

3 « The top number tells you how many times to count per measure
4

v This time signature would be counted out as follows:
“one two three one two three one two three one two three”

w Now, let’s play the chords for Amazing Grace on every “one”:

Chords: G G C G
Countoutloudasyouplayy 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3

G G D’ D’
123123123123

G G C G
123123123123

G D’ C G
123123123123

7 Now, play Amazing Grace on the following page,
exactly the way we just did it, counting out loud as you play.
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AMAZING GRACE

Words by Traditional
JOHN NEWTON
G G C G
g % 7 ~~
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1. A - maz - ing - grace how sweet the sound, that
2.'Twas grace that - taught my heart to fear, and
3. The Lord has - prom -ised good to me, His
4. Through man - y - dan - gers, toils, and snares, I
5. When we've been -  there ten thou - sand years, Bright
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saved a - wretch like me; - I
grace  my - fears re lieved; - How
Word r:]y - hope se cures; - He
have - read - vy come, - 'Tis
shin - ing - as the sun, - We've
G G C G
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once was - lost, but now am found, was
pre - cious - did that grace ap -  pear The
will my - shield and por - tion - be As
grace  hath - brought me safe thus - far, And
no less - days to sing God's-  praise Than
G D’ C G
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blind, but - now I see.
hour I - first be - lieved.
long as - life en- dures.
grace will - lead me  home.
when we'd - first be - gun.
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