We Wait in Hope

A Candle Lighting Ceremony for Advent
For Two-Part Mixed Choir with Piano and optional Handbells and Congregation

4 Bells used: B}, 5, D6, E6, A6 Words and Music by

JOEL RANEY
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Advent texts by Rev. Rich Davis, Senior Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, River Forest, IL

FIRST SUNDAY - WAIT

Responsive Litany

Advent is a time to wait.

We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.
During Advent we wait for light in the darkness.

We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.
During Advent we wait for freedom from captivity.

We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.
During Advent we wait for comfort in sorrow.

We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.
During Advent we wait for power in weakness.

We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.

Candle Lighting

This morning we light the first candle. The first candle reminds us that, as we wait upon the
Lord, God’s light never ceases to shine, God’s will never ceases to unfold, and God’s grace ne-
ver ceases to be felt. As we begin the journey of Advent, may we learn to wait upon the Lord
with hopeful expectation by celebrating all God has done and anticipating all he will do.

SECOND SUNDAY - WATCH

Responsive Litany

Advent is a time to watch.
We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel.
During Advent we watch for hope in the midst of despair.
We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel.
During Advent we watch for forgiveness in the midst of rebellion.
We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel.
During Advent we watch for peace in the midst of conflict.
We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel.
During Advent we watch for the presence of God in the midst of a fallen world.
‘We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel.

Candle Lighting

This morning we light two candles. The first candle reminds us that Advent is a time
of waiting. We wait in anticipation for God to fulfill every promise set forth in the
Bible. The second candle reminds us that Advent is also a time of watching. We
watch with expectant eyes, trusting that God is active, present and constantly at work,
leading all of creation toward the plan of redemption. As we light the second candle,
we ask for faith to watch for God’s presence and open eyes to see all that God is doing.

THIRD SUNDAY - PREPARE

Responsive Litany

Advent is a time to prepare.

Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight the way for our God.
During Advent we prepare our eyes to see the light of Christ.

Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight the way for our God.
During Advent we prepare our hearts to receive the Word of Christ.

Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight the way for our God.
During Advent we prepare to share the joy of Christ.

Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight the way for our God.
During Advent we prepare to embrace the promise of Christ.

Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight the way for our God.
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