
Love Came Down at Christmas
Michael Burkhardt

About the text

1. The text of stanza 1 proclaims that perfect Love, heralded by a star and angels, came down
from heaven that first Christmas.

2. The text of stanza 2 asks, “How shall we worship God?”

3. The text of stanza 3 answeres the question of Stanza 2, “with love to God and all people.”

About the music

1. The overall form of the music is:

Stanza 1 Interlude Stanza 1 Interlude Stanza 2
Solo and Orff Ensemble Unison Voices Orff Ensemble 3-part Voices
Unison Voices (Keyboard) Orff (Keyboard) (Keyboard) Orff
(Keyboard)

Interlude Stanza 3 Interlude Stanza 3 Coda
Orff Ensemble 4-part canonic Orff Ensemble Unison Voices Orff  Ensemble
(Keyboard) Voices + Orff (Keyboard) Orff, Organ (Keyboard)

2. a   b   a   b' is the form of the melodic sentences (phrases) that comprise a stanza.

3. The tonality of the melody is D Pentatonic (                                        ) for stanzas 1 and 3, 

and F Pentatonic (                                        ) for stanza 2.

4. The resting tone (do) is found at the bottom of the six-note melodic range (do – la).

5. The melodic sentences move by step and skip:
a  ascends by step and leap and then descends by step;
b descends by leap and step and then ascends by step.

6. The following melodic patterns may be used as vocalizes and/or sightreading materials in
preparation for the carol:
a do re mi la sol
b sol mi re mi sol
b' sol mi re mi do
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