Composer’s Notes

Hildegard Magnificat was composed for the 2009
Christmas Vespers concert at Smith College, which
featured new music commissioned for the occasion
based on chants composed by the 12th-centufy
mystic, composer and artist, Hildegard von Bingen.
This Magnificat setting is inspired by Hildegard’s
Marian antiphon Quia ergo femina, whosefopening
phrase has a memorable contour.

| //‘\ N I ! I/\

o, 2 . 1 [r7sZ ¢

o * | — — g —< |
Qui-a er - go_ fe. 5 mi - na

Except for this opening phraseéiand one other,,my
Magnificat setting does not follow the outline of the
chant melody in any systematic way, though«one can
hear echoes of the opening intervals from time to
time.

The text of the Magnificat (also knowiias The Song
of Mary) is taken from the Gospel lof Luke, Chapter
1, verses 46=55. This setting uses the text as found
in The Book of Common Prayer.

Magnificat

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regardéd .the lowliness of his handmaiden.

For behold, fronmhenceforth all genetations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnifiedumne; and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.
He hath showedsstrength with, his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of

their hearts:

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek.

He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel; as he promised to our
forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

Publisher’s Note

Hildegard Magnificat is available for both SSA
chorus and organ (No. 7624) and SATB chorus and
organ (No. 7625).

—DRonald Perera
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