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A Note from the Lyricist:

    I wrote this text in England after visiting William Carey’s 
home church and part of his old home which the church has 
preserved as a museum. I had heard about William Carey, the 
first Baptist missionary, all my life as a little girl growing up in a 
Baptist church. But to sit in pews hundreds of years old, in a 
church building hundreds of years old, and to hear present-day 
members of Carey’s church tell his story in great detail and with 
such enthusiasm was truly inspiring! I found his story especially 
inspiring because he was a man of very humble means with no 
particularly outstanding talents, yet he was determined to be 
obedient to God’s call in his life.
    Carey’s life motto was this: “Expect great things from God. 
Attempt great things for God.” They were more than mere words 
to him. They were a way of life. Poor Carey didn’t even make it 
into “preaching” school on his first try. They said he was too bad! 
But he didn’t give up. He later struggled with his calling to 
missions. But once he decided he must obey God’s call, he had 
the monumental task of raising funds to take his family to India. 
He was determined, however, and his diligence led to a Christian 
influence in India that still exists today. How great it would be if 
we were all so determined to share God’s good news!

                                                                                  - Jan McGuire
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